
Dear Parents, 

  

Here we are three days into campus closure and the distance learning experiment! Today brought a lot 

of great feedback from students, parents and teachers. Thank you so much to those of you who are 

speaking up; it is essential that as we all learn new methods and technologies, we understand how it is 

impacting everyone. In many ways, this two-week, on-the-fly distance learning period will help 

tremendously to inform and prepare a longer-term distance learning program if that is what needs to be 

continued after the spring break. Everything continues to change rapidly, and we are working to be 

prepared for any foreseeable eventualities – from a campus closure through the end of the school year 

(or longer) to a return to the regular program in April and May. 

  

Distance learning appears to be going well. On Friday, the faculty will have a virtual meeting to discuss 

successes, challenges, ideas and support needed. A few classes have begun using Google Classrooms or 

Zoom calls. While we continue to want to integrate these tools only when necessary and as appropriate 

in the context of this unprecedented situation, it is clear that if distance learning continues after spring 

break, we will be making wider use of these technologies. We have learned that some students are 

feeling overwhelmed by the amount of time expected on these assignments. In those cases, teachers 

are making modifications as they become familiar with delivering content and experiences through a 

whole new medium. We have also learned that some students are really struggling to figure out the 

technology and new teaching methods. In those cases, teachers are working with individual students to 

assist in whatever ways possible. Let us know how these adjustments work. Over the next weeks, we will 

be solidifying shared agreements regarding distance learning principles as well as standardized 

guidelines for faculty in terms of tech use and distance learning methodology. 

  

This week, we have also received requests from parents for help limiting student time on devices under 

these unusual circumstances. As you know, we are doing the best we can to limit device work in our 

lesson plans and to use technology like email, Google Classrooms and Zoom only as appropriate to allow 

us to continue to deliver as much of the wonderful Tara curriculum as possible. While under these 

circumstances we cannot prevent screen time for the same “school hours” as is possible in normal 

times, we do strongly encourage families to work together to establish chunks of screen-free times 

during each day. Creating a schedule that includes time for schoolwork in manageable 1.5 to 2 hour 

chunks, interspersed with screen-free times for being outside, playing games as a family, or preparing 

meals together can be hugely beneficial. Identifying school-times, screen-free-times, and 

real-human-interaction-times in this situation can help keep everyone sane – students, parents and 

teachers alike! 

  

Other updates: 

● The tenth grade geology trip was officially cancelled by the outfitters we work with in 
southern Colorado. We are considering rescheduling options. 

● Plans and actions are underway to reschedule the NYC trips for next fall at the 
beginning of the school year. 



● We are actively exploring options for creating an alternative senior trip experience now 
that the entirety of the Europe trip has had to be cancelled. 

● We are continuing to move forward with plans for the musical and graduation at this 
time. Other than the individual voice hearings, the soonest that musical rehearsals 
could start would be after spring break, April 20. Much could change between now and 
then, so we are delaying any decisions until more information is available, but we are 
aware that cancellation may become necessary. 

● As of next Monday, March 23, the campus will be closed. No office hours will be held, 
though some staff will be working with staggered hours. If you need assistance or to 
arrange to drop something off, please call 303-440-4510 or email 
office@tarahighschool.org, and someone will get back to you as quickly as possible. 

Please know that we all deeply feel the disappointment of these cancellations and changes to the rich 

Tara program. Unfortunately, it simply may not be realistic to reschedule or create alternatives for 

everything. We are most concerned for the health and safety of our Boulder community and the global 

human community, and we are anticipate that the community will move into a shelter-in-place phase 

soon. Please join us in continuing to actively practice social-distancing for everyone’s benefit. This is not 

a time for slumber parties or dominoes tournaments! Solitary walks in the woods or around your 

neighborhood, family game evenings – find ways to get exercise and human interaction within your 

family, maintaining 6 feet distance between yourself and others, and staying close to home.  

 

Wishing you health and peace! 

Greer, Catherine, Laurel, Betsy 

Tara Leadership Council 

 


